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Boys & Girls Clubs Camp

THE Tom Lea Institute has appointed Mia Attel 
Mellone as Collections and Tour Coordinator. 

She began as an intern in  September and learned 
how to manage our collection while doing projects 
for her museum studies class. Mia studies both Art 
History and Museum Studies at the University of  
Texas at El Paso. Mia brings a passion for El Paso 
history and a love for sharing about the region 
through the art and writings of  Tom Lea.  	
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2021 Board of Directors

OFFICERS:   
Joe Lea Jr., Chair, Austin 
Tania Schwartz, Chair-Elect, El Paso 
Cecilia Hager, Secretary, Fredericksburg 
Stephen “Steve” Feinberg, Finance, Santa Fe, NM 
James Polk, Finance, Santa Fe, NM 

DIRECTORS:   
Benjamin Arriola, Jr., El Paso 
Frank “Cinco” Feuille, El Paso 
Pete Leavell, Denver, CO 
Trudy Lewis, Odessa 
Edgar Lopez, El Paso 
Adair Margo, El Paso 
Isha Rogers Santamaria, El Paso 
Catherine Lea Weeks, Houston 
Raymond White, Austin

THE Tom Lea Institute 
provided a TEKS 
correlated curriculum 

and field trip for a Boys & Girls 
Clubs of  El Paso camp for 
students ages six to 18. This 
program emphasized helping 
students learn about the art of  
Tom Lea and regional history 
while appreciating the richness of  
borderland culture. 

The program centered on Tom 
Lea’s murals, sculptures, and 
architecture in downtown El Paso. 
The artwork builds students’  
connection with El Paso – most 
of  whom have limited exposure 
to the treasures of  downtown. 
The Mighty Horses Video Game 
was used to teach about the 
colonization of  the region. The 
camp of  more than 100 students 
was a  partnership between the 
Tom Lea Institute, The University 
of  Texas at El Paso (UTEP), 
AT&T, and the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of  El Paso.

NOTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Tom Lea Month 
participation  

reaches an  
all-time high

Our 2021 Tom Lea Month 
celebration was the most successful 
ever! All events were at capacity 
and evaluations rated them as 95 
percent excellent. Among the events 
were three exhibitions, a concert 

at the Hall of  State in Dallas, 
and a dramatic reading of  

the Hands of  Cantú at the 
El Paso Museum of  Art, 
and a festive charreada. All 
events fulfilled our mission 

to introduce new audiences 
to Tom Lea’s art and writing 

while expanding appreciation of  
Tom Lea’s illumination of  our 
history and culture. Comments 
included, “I had no idea we had 
all these cultural opportunities in 
our region!”  “Pairing Tom Lea’s 
Hands of  Cantú illustrations, with 
music from the 1600s and a wine 
reception made for an extraordinary 
afternoon.” “The charreada was 
fantastic!  My kids loved seeing the 
children perform, also!”

Don’t miss  
I Love El Paso

On February 11, Dr. Rick Lange, 
president of  Texas Tech Health 
Science University, and his wife, 
Bobette, will tell their story and 
reveal secrets of  balancing the 
pressures of  a successful career, 
marriage, and family. Come and 
mingle while enjoying wine, beer, 
and charcuterie at the Woody L. 
Hunt School of  Dental Medicine. 
Find more information about this 
popular annual event on the back 
page of  the newsletter. 

Swing by our new offices
Finally, we are ensconced in our new 
offices and would be so pleased to 
invite you to our “office warming” 
on Jan. 27. Enjoy visiting, sipping 
beverages, appetizers, and viewing 
our office retrospective exhibition of  
Tom Lea and José Cisneros art and 
artifacts.  
 ➸ r.s.v.p. Tomlea.com/events

– Holly Cobb 
Executive Director

ONLINE

TomLea.com

BECOME A MEMBER
Keep up with the latest events and 

support the Institute. Membership levels 
and benefits are listed online.  

It’s easy to join at TomLea.com

Holly Cobb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                executive director

Arturo Flores . . . . . . . . . . . . .              membership & operations manager

Susan Gonzalez . . . . . . . . . .            marketing & education manager

Mia Attel Melonas . . . . . . .         collections  &  tour coordinator

Patricia Ladd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             finance

Lyn Mckinley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     grant writer

David Guerin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     videographer
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➤  Photos & more

New Collections and Tour Coordinator

I LOVE EL PASO
FRIDAY, FEB. 11, 5:30 p.m.

 JOIN us! This year’s I Love 
El Paso couple is Rick and 

Bobette Lange! People warned 
them that they should not 
move to El Paso, but they 
fell in love with the city 
upon arrival. Rick is the 
President of  the Texas 
Tech University Health 
Sciences Center and a 
cardiologist. In this interview, 
the Langes will give insights 
into how they made decisions at 
critical junctures and what they might do differently. 
Enjoy wine and beer tastings and hors d’oeuvres.    
➸ r.s.v.p. Tomlea.com/events

TOM LEA 
TRAIL 
JOURNEY  
TO CASAS 
GRANDES, MEXICO
APRIL 29 - MAY 1, 2022

Agroup of  26, including six media, journeyed to 
Casas Grandes, Mexico, for the inauguration 

of  the Tom Lea Trail in Mexico, continuing from 
New Mexico and Texas. The trip was so popular, we 
scheduled another one. There are a few spots left.   
➸ info: TomLea.com/travel  
➸ sign up: aflores@tomlea.net



The Tom Lea Institute Journal 	 WINTER 2022

Lanward  
Foundation

IN-KIND DONORS
Downtown Management El Paso
HUB International
Mattress Firm
Texas Monthly

GIVING CIRCLE
Betty Ruth Wakeeld Haley
Will and Lauren Harvey
Mike and Norma Hunt
Sarah & Rudy Laucirica
Joe & Carol Lea, Jr.
Pete and Lindsey Leavell
Don & Elizabeth Margo
Jack & Carroll Maxon
Mary & James Polk, III
Dede Rogers
Bill and Cita Sanders
Isha & Steve Santamaria
Jody & Jonathan Schwartz
Tania & Scott Schwartz
SLF Foundation
Darren and Maria Woody

12 TRAVELERS
Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca Travelers  
J.P. & Mary Jon Bryan, Houston
Fray Agustin Rodriguez Traveler  
Betty Ruth Wakefield Haley, El Paso
Don Antonio de Espejo Travelers  
George W. & Laura Bush, Dallas
Gaspar Castaño de Sosa Travelers  
Jack & Evonne* Cardwell, El Paso
Juan de Oñate Travelers  
Woody & Gayle Hunt, El Paso
Fray Garcia de San Francisco Travelers  
Dee & Adair Margo, El Paso
Don Diego de Vargas Travelers  
Rick & Ginger Francis, El Paso
Maj. Zebulon Pike Travelers  
Paul & Alejandra de la Vega Foster, El Paso
Juan María Ponce de León Traveler  
Allen & Rikki Gilmer 
in memory of Jerry D. Gilmer, El Paso
James Magoffin Traveler
Alexander Doniphan Traveler
Big Foot Wallace Travelers  
Bill* & Ann Kiely, Cypress

PARTNERS
Celebration of Our Mountains
Compadres Therapy Inc
Eden Performing Arts
El Paso Museum of Art
El Paso Museum of History
Ellen Noel Museum
Hotel Indigo
MillikenGarza Gallery
Pancho Villa Stash House
Paso del Norte Hotel
Péché Restaurant
Soldier Recover Unit Fort Bliss
Southwest University
The Orchestra of New Spain
UACJ
UTEP Centennial Museum
UTEP Library
UTEP Sonnichsen  
      Special Collections
Viva Mexico! Dinner and Show
Zin Valle Vineyards
Raymond (Seth) Bedford
Dr. Thomas Birkner
Dr. Jason Bruemmer
Omar Castro
Consul General of Mexico 
    Mauricio Ibarra Ponce de Leon
John Fitch
Susan Gonzalez 
Ethan Houser
Andrew Joseph
Joe Lea
Adair Margo
Claudia Rivers
Jose Mario Sanchez
Jody Schwartz
Martha Vera
Dallas Historical Society

SPONSORS

➽ OCT. 21

Secrets Behind the 
Equestrian Monument 

¡Viva Mexico! Dinner & show
➽ OCT. 23

Pottery and Printmaking workshops  
with Fort Bliss

➽ OCT. 29 | NOV. 6
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Our Impact at a Glance

Stampede study
Tom Lea collector Fred Vant Slot sent us photos of  his 
recent acquisition: Spooked, 1940. Ink wash and gouache 
11” x 9”. Collection of  Fred Vant Slot. This ink wash 
is a study for the 1940 Stampede mural for the Odessa 
Post Office. Since 2015, Stampede has been part of  the 
permanent collections gallery of  the Ellen Noel Art 
Museum.
photo illustration: Susan Gonzales

What is new  
in our collection

Tom Lea Bust by Urbici Soler 
We are pleased to announce we have a bust of  Tom Lea 
sculpted by artist Urbici Soler in 1946. On loan from 
Board Member Catherine Lea Weeks, this bust is on 
display at our office where visitors can see the bronze 
casting for which Soler was so well known. In exchange 
for the bust, Lea completed a painting of  Soler in oil on 
canvas. Lea had a talent for fostering great relationships 
with fellow artists and his relationship with Soler was no 
exception. The bust was loaned by Weeks for our Ghost on 
Mount Cristo Rey exhibition  in October at UTEP.

above: Lea and Soler in Lea’s studio. Image digital library 

Author John Fitch 
at Péché, Austin

➽ OCT. 14

Charreada at the Castro Ranch
➽ OCT. 24

Orchestra of  New Spain, Hall of  State at Fair Park
➽ NOV. 14

Paso del Norte Loteria at Pancho Villa Stash House
➽ OCT. 13

Horse Exhibition
at Compadre Therapy Inc. Horse Arena

➽ OCT. 23

Old Mt. Franklin  
Field Trip

➽ OCT. 24


